Merrimack College
Charles Tontar, Professor of Economics
315 Turnpike Strest
North Andover, MA (1810

December 5, 2001

The Hongrable . Frederick Motz, Chief Tudge
1.5 Ihstoet Court for the District of Maryland
101 W. Lomberd Streat

Baltimaore, Maryland 21201

Cée Microsoft Corporation
{me Microsoft Way
Redrond, WA 98052

Dear Judoe Moty

I would like w take this epportunity during the public comment period to offer my
opinion un the sstilsment proposal mads by Micresoft to the eless action lawsuits. Agan
economics professor a: Merrimack College in Massachusetts, ] am interested in s2eing
these suits end, so that Microsoft and her competitars can all get back to the important
bsiness of growimg the information economy so hecessary w0 geting us owt of our
(oSOt IGCesSitn.

Perhaps meTe impor:anﬂ}r, I write gs an active citizen, one whe hes invested his
porsomal fite and uih:uu-j ip the Lawicoce Public Schools heve in Messachusetts, The city
of Lavrence is the 23" poorest city in the nation, and its public schueds are oritical to
whatover turnaroued is poing to happen io the community. It 1s with this in mind that T
arm 50 cxcited by the prospeets of the Microsoft education foundation propesal.
Microseft's offer in Novamber 1o settle the 100+ class 2ction product pricing cuses by
funding a $1 billion technical assistance and sepport program for America's neadiest
schools is momentons in its potential impact.

it is my opuion that as a practical matter this typs of corporate financial commitment
to edusztional technology will have an immediate and quantifiable impact on the public
schooks in the city of Lawrencz, Og ammore plobal level, this propesal of Micresaft's ia
eorporate citizenry at its best and public assistance at its most meanmgfidl

[ will {eave the legal arguments 1o others more qualifisd to speak to them, but as for
implications for the economy and public cducation, T am convineed: the settlememt is a
good deal for Ameriea, its economy and its schoals. Thops you see the wisdom in this
propasal.

Respegytinll

Cherles Tontac



